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Gastric Cancer – Presumptive Conditions
VA automatically presumes that certain disabilities were caused by military service. This is because of the unique 
circumstances of a specific Veteran’s military service. If a presumed condition is diagnosed in a Veteran within a 
certain group, they can be awarded disability compensation.

Atomic Veterans – Exposure to Ionizing Radiation
• Cancer of the stomach 

Gulf War and Post 9/11 Veterans

If the patient served on or after Sept. 11, 2001, in Afghanistan, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Uzbekistan, 
or Yemen or if you served in the *Southwest Asia theater of operations, or Somalia, on or after Aug. 2, 1990, 
specific conditions include: 

• Gastrointestinal cancer of any type

* The Southwest Asia theater of operations refers to Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the neutral zone between Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, the Persian 
Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red Sea, and the airspace above these locations.

For more information, please visit U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs - Presumptive Disability Benefits (va.gov)

https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/serviceconnected/presumption.pdf


4

Gastric Cancer – Initial Evaluation
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Gastric Cancer – Suspected T1 N0
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Gastric Cancer – Locally Advanced Resectable T2 or Higher or N+ and M0 
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Gastric Cancer – Completely Resected T2 or Higher (Any N, M0) 
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Gastric Cancer – Unresectable or Stage IV Adenocarcinoma 
(Any T, Any N, M1) MSS HER2 Positive First Line
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Gastric Cancer – Unresectable or Stage IV Adenocarcinoma 
(Any T, Any N, M1) MSS HER2 Positive Second Line 

 




 


 
 

 
 
 

 


 


 


 

 

 
 



 




 


 

 

 

 

 



10

Gastric Cancer – Unresectable or Stage IV Adenocarcinoma 
(Any T, Any N, M1) MSS HER2 Negative First Line
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Gastric Cancer – Unresectable or Stage IV Adenocarcinoma 
(Any T, Any N, M1) MSS HER2 Negative Second Line
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Gastric Cancer – Unresectable or Stage IV Adenocarcinoma 
(Any T, Any N, M1) MSI High
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Gastric Cancer – Molecular Testing 
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Gastric Cancer – Molecular Testing Table

Eligibility Test Category Test Type Recommended Vendors NPOP Coverage Specimen Type

IHC* Mismatch repair (MMR) genes  (MLH1, MSH2, MSH6, and PMS2). Local VA or locally contracted vendor No Tumor Tissue

PCR* Microsatellite instability (MSI) status by PCR. Regional Testing Center (GLA) Yes Tumor Tissue and 
Normal Tissue or Blood

PGx DPYD Testing** Fulgent Yes Saliva, Blood
IHC HER2 IHC with reflex to FISH if 2+ on IHC Local VA or locally contracted vendor No Tumor Tissue
FISH Reflex to HER2 FISH if 2+ on IHC Local VA or locally contracted vendor No Tumor Tissue
IHC PD-L1 IHC (clone 22C3 with CPS score) Local VA or locally contracted vendor No Tumor Tissue

IHC Claudin 18.2 Local VA or locally contracted vendor 
or FMI

Yes when ordered with 
CGP through FMI Tumor Tissue

Age <50 Germline NGS*** Full Germline NGS panel Fulgent
Prevention Genetics

Yes
Yes Saliva, Blood

Personal or Family History of Multiple Polyps or Other Cancers 
Associated with Hereditary Cancer Syndromes Germline NGS*** Full Germline NGS panel Fulgent

Prevention Genetics
Yes
Yes Saliva, Blood

Deficient MMR or MSI-H tumor Germline 
NGS****

If full germline testing not performed, perform Germline Lynch testing if:
1) MSH2 or MSH6 loss by IHC;
2) MLH1 or PMS2 loss by IHC and MLH1 unmethylated; or
3) MSI-H without IHC testing and MLH1 unmethylated

Fulgent
Prevention Genetics

Yes
Yes Saliva, Blood

**** Germline Lynch testing should include at minimum the following genes: EPCAM (deletion), MLH1, MSH2, MSH6, PMS2, POLE, and POLD1

Gastric Cancer All Stages

Metastatic or Unresectable Gastric Cancer

* For higher stage disease, perform both MMR and MSI.
** Perform DPYD Testing If not already Performed; if DPYD PGx results return predicted phenotypes of either intermediate or poor metabolizer, please consult your local PGx pharmacist or submit an IFC Pharmacogenomics e-consult for assistance 
with therapeutic recommendation; a clinician may proceed without DPYD testing if withholding chemotherapy for 2-3 weeks may gravely endanger patient's life; for example, if the disease burden is very high and it involves a large portion of vital 
organs such as liver, etc.
*** VA Common Hereditary POC panel or Equivalent Germline Test; Full Germline NGS should include at a minimum APC, ATM, BRCA1, BRCA2, BMPR1A, CDH1, CTNNA1, EPCAM, MLH1, MSH2, MSH6, MUTYH, PALB2, PMS2, POLD1, 
SMAD4, STK11, and TP53; For genetic online ordering, refer to CCGS page for further details
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