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Presumptive Conditions – Hairy Cell Leukemia

VA automatically presumes that certain disabilities were caused by military service. This is because of the unique circumstances

of a specific Veteran’s military service. If a presumed condition is diagnosed in a Veteran within a certain group, they can be 

awarded disability compensation.

Atomic Veterans – Exposure to Ionizing Radiation

• All forms of leukemia, except chronic lymphocytic leukemia

For more information, please visit U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs - Presumptive Disability Benefits (va.gov)

https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/serviceconnected/presumption.pdf
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Hairy Cell Leukemia
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Hairy Cell Leukemia – Relapsed 
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Hairy Cell Leukemia – Molecular Testing Table

Eligibility Test Category Test Type Recommended Vendors
NPOP 

Coverage
Specimen Type

IHC/Flow Cytometry

Expression of CD20, CD22, CD11c, CD200 and co-

expression of CD25, CD103, CD123 TRAP, Annexin-A1, 

cyclin D1, TBX21/T-Bet 

Local VA or locally contracted vendor No Bone Marrow Biopsy, Lymph Node Biopsy, Blood 

IHC BRAF V600E (If not tested by molecular) Local VA or locally contracted vendor No Bone Marrow Biopsy, Lymph Node Biopsy, Blood 

Molecular Testing BRAF V600E (If not tested by IHC) Local VA or locally contracted vendor No Bone Marrow Biopsy, Lymph Node Biopsy, Blood 

Clinical and Pathological Suspicion for 

Hairy Cell Leukemia, BRAF-Negative
Somatic NGS*

DNA-based NGS panel with lymphoid targets including: MEK-

ERK pathway genes: BRAF, MAP2K1, CDKN1B, KMT2C, 

KLF2, TP53, NOTCH2, CCND3, U2AF1, BCOR, IKBKB, 

TNFAIP3, TRAF3, MAP3K14, TRAF2, BIRC3, MYD88

Foundation Medicine Yes Bone Marrow Biopsy, Lymph Node Biopsy, Blood 

Hairy Cell Leukemia (HCL)

* Can be performed on subsequent peripheral blood sample
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Questions?

Contact VHAOncologyPathways@va.gov
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